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PROGRAM

Alfvén arr. Rydland Vallflickans Dans (1923)

with Priscilla Yuen, piano

lllevold Arv (2021)

Aagaard-Nilsen Two Insects (1999)
. Dance of the Dragonfly
Il. Moth in Love

Kumar Norwegian Serenade (2025)

world premiere

with Priscilla Yuen, piano

INTERMISSION

Sibelius arr. Kumar Violin Concerto (1904)
. Allegro moderato
ll. Adagio di molto
I1l. Allegro, ma non tanto

with Ingrid Buschkopf and Irene Huang, violins
Job Campbell, viola
and Maggie Slap, cello
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PROGRAM NOTES

Hugo Alfvén’s Vallflickans Dans has emerged from his stage work
Bergakungen as a beloved euphonium transcription. Originally for
orchestra, this energetic melody depicts the dance of a shepherd girl,
whom | imagine running free in the fields of the Swedish countryside.

Bente lllevold is a Norwegian euphonium soloist focused on
contemporary works. Arv, which translates to “Heritage”, alternates a
gorgeous folk melody with a series of contrasting episodes. It also
features a technique called “multiphonics”, where the performer sings
and plays simultaneously, creating two notes at once!

Two Insects was written for Norwegian euphonium virtuoso Tormod
Flaten. It’s in two movements: the first is agile and aggressive,
depicting a dragonfly’s erratic flight, while the second is boldly
passionate, telling the tale of a moth who has fallen in love with a
flame...

| was lucky enough to spend my elementary-school years in Norway
as an expat. | composed Norwegian Serenade earlier this year as a
reflection on those times. One of the melodies is taken from a
children’s song | learned in school: “Alle fugler”, about springtime, and
the birds coming back to the sky.

Jean Sibelius wanted to be a professional violinist, but he started
learning the instrument too late to make it his career. In the end, he
became perhaps Finland’s most famous composer. His Violin
Concerto is one of the cornerstones of the repertoire: it’s highly
expressive and contains (in my opinion) one of the greatest melodies
ever written. To my knowledge, I'm the first person to play it on the
euphonium!

— Nathanael Kumar



